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Hong Kong has always been something of an anomaly, and an outpost of empire, whether British or

Chinese. Once described as a barren island, the former fishing community has been transformed by

its own economic miracle into one of Asia's World Cities, taking in its stride the territory's 1997

return to Chinese sovereignty. Beneath the surface of Hong Kong's clichÃ©d self-image as Pearl of

the Orient and Shopping Paradise, Michael Ingham reveals a city rich in history, myth, and cultural

diversity.
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"A boon to literate tourists and engaging for others who know the city."--G.W.McDonogh, CHOICE

Michael Ingham teaches at Lingnan University, Hong Kong, and is a founder member of the local

Theatre Action drama group.

If you're truly interested in Hong Kong, this is a wonderful book that brings Hong Kong to life. I've

read many books on Hong Kong that fail to capture the true essence of the city. Ingham captures

the natural beauty and dynamic energy of this amazing city while also exposing Hong Kong's warts.

Ingham goes through each region of Hong Kong, area by area, detailing the lifestyle, history, and

notable tourist attractions of each area. I truly enjoyed this book but it could definitely have benefited

from more pictures and detailed maps. Ingham only offers a broad map of Hong Kong at the



beginning of the book that I continually had to flip back to. The quality of writing was excellent but

the book could have been better.

Ingham gives a street-level walkaround, always pointing out the movie scenes, books, or historic

legends associated with each place. The tour is very verbal, so it's strong on stories but weak on

maps or pictures. If you've been there and can picture it, it's great. Ingham does a capable inventory

of all that's memorable, famous, or great, across the island-studded Semi-Autonomous

Region.--author of A Galaxy of Immortal Women: The Yin Side of Chinese Civilization
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